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Tuesday 

21 March 

Year 7 Round Robin 

Tuesday  

21 –24 March 

Year 10 Outdoor Ed Camp 

Tuesday 

28 March 

Musical Soiree 7pm 

Thursday 

30 March 

Learning Conferences 

Session 1: 12pm—3pm 

Session 2: 3.15-5pm 

Session 3: 6pm-8pm 

Friday 

31 March 

Year 8 Round Robin 

Friday 

31 March 

Last Day of Term 1 

Tuesday 

18 April 

First Day of Term 2 

Thursday 

 20 April 

School Sports Day 

Tuesday 

25 April 

ANZAC Day holiday 

Thursday 

27 April 

Open Night 

6:30—8:30pm 

Important Dates  

Mullauna College 

456 Springfield Road,  Mitcham, 3132 

Telephone: (03) 9874 3422 

E: mullauna.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.mullauna.vic.edu.au 

Compass Parent Login 

https://mullauna.vic.jdlf.com.au/ 

 

2017 Term Dates 

Term 1:  31 January—31 March 
Term 2:  18 April—30 June 
Term 3:  17 July—22 September 
Term 4: 9 October—22 December 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

School Council Election 2017 

As the number of nominations for vacant positions on School Council is 
equal to the number of vacancies I have declared the nominated 
candidates duly elected.  
 
The parent members for the March 2017 – March 2019 term are:  

 Jill Ansell 

 Tony Clark 

 Laura Dale 
 
The DET members for the March 2017 – March 2019 term are: 

 Teresa Lennie 

 Ayman Youssef 
 
Thank you to all candidates for their interest in serving the Mullauna 
community. The Annual Reporting meeting of School Council will be 
held on Tuesday 21 March commencing at 6:30pm in the college 
Conference Room. This will be followed by the first meeting of the new 
School Council commencing at 7:00pm.  
 
 
Stage One of the New Buildings 

With much excitement we moved into Stage 1 of the new buildings on 

Monday 6 March. It has been a delight to see the reactions of students 

and staff to our new flexible learning spaces in the Junior Learning 

Centre and the Arts and Design Centre. As those who have had the 

opportunity to build a new home or complete a home renovation will 

know, it takes time to bed down the new facilities and iron out the 

wrinkles! The decision was made to move in so that work can start on 

Stages 2 and 3 as quickly as possible. We hope to have the new kitchen 

in operation for the first day of Term 2 and in time for Open Night on 

27 April.  

I would like to acknowledge the huge efforts of the College Facilities 

Manager Mr John Powson, capably assisted by his son Jarrod in Year 11 

and past student Vincent Meagher, in setting up all of the furniture in 

our 14 new learning spaces.   
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Progress Reports and Learning Conferences 

The Term 1 Progress Reports will be published on the Compass portal on the afternoon of Monday 27 March. 

Bookings for Semester 1 Learning Conferences to be held on Thursday 30 March, will also open that afternoon and 

bookings will close at 5:00pm on Wednesday 29 March. The Learning Conferences are held in two sessions from 

12:00 – 5:00pm and 6:00 – 8:00pm. The teachers will have a meal break from 5:00 – 6:00pm. 

 

Parents are warmly encouraged to take this opportunity to meet with your child’s teachers and to attend the 

interviews with your son or daughter. We want your children to be active participants in their learning.  It is equally as 

important for students who are working well to have this opportunity to have their efforts acknowledged, as it is for 

those students who are underperforming to have a three way discussion regarding the ways in which they can 

improve. As the Assistant Principals and Year Level Coordinators all teach it is a priority that they are available to 

meet with the parents and students of each of their classes. Therefore we ask parents who need to discuss any 

matters of concern regarding their child, to make an appointment with their child’s YLC at another mutually 

convenient time.   If you need any assistance with your Compass password please contact the school on 9874 3422 .  

 

 

RCH Good Friday Appeal 

The College conducts one casual clothes day per term and the funds raised are donated 

to a charity nominated by our students. Our Mullauna student leaders have decided that 

the funds raised by the casual clothes day to be held on Wednesday 29 March will be 

given to the RCH Good Friday Appeal ‘Fly for the Kids’ in honour of one of our Year 12 students Brooke Kennedy.  

All of the members of our community know Brooke as the girl in the pink wheelchair! Brooke was born with a very 

rare and degenerative movement disorder called Dystonia. This condition caused Brooke to suffer with excruciating 

muscle cramps which twisted her body into extremely uncomfortable positions. Dystonia has impacted on her ability 

to speak, to swallow and to walk.  

In the last two years Brooke has undergone two major operations that have dramatically improved her prognosis. 

Brooke is one of the first people in Australia to undergo Deep Brain Stimulation in which an electrode is implanted 

into a person’s brain to control the electrical misfires and reduce the spasms.  

Brooke’s physician is Associate Professor Andrew Kornberg at the Royal Children’s Hospital. Andrew has launched an 

appeal to support kids with severe movement disorders. In March he is circumnavigating Australia, flying 27,000 kms 

solo to raise funds for ‘Fly for the Kids’. So far Andrew has raised $144, 500 and donations can be made directly via 

the website flyforthekids.org.au. The website has a video about Brooke and you can also read about this condition 

and A/Prof Kornberg’s adventure. Brooke is thrilled that her fellow students are supporting the work of a doctor who 

has made such a life-changing difference to her health and wellbeing.         

 
Barbara Laidlaw 

Principal 

 



 3 

 

 



 4 

 

OUTDOOR ED 
 
Out and About 
Students have been investigating human environment impacts on Aquatic Biomes.  Students visited Philip Island and 
Portsea to take part in surfing and snorkelling activities. 
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SPORT 
 
Senior Boy’s Baseball—Mullum Division Champions 
For the 4th year straight the Senior Boys Baseball team has emerged               
as Mullum Division Champions.  This year they dominated the Finals 
defeating Templestowe 19-4 to qualify for the EMR Final on May 2. 
Well done to all players, especially those who joined to help the team 
cover for injured and unavailable members. 
Practice continues on Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtimes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Intermediate Girl’s Softball—Mullum Division Champions 
The Intermediate Girls Softball team had a great day out at 
Gilbert Park. They defeated Ashwood Secondary College in 

the last innings to win the Mullum Division 15-4 and qualify 
for the Eastern Metro Region Finals on Thursday 27 April.  

All team members adapted extremely well to the game and 
should be really pleased with their efforts.  Well done! 

 

 
Neil Burke 

Coach 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

Just a reminder that recently the College launched its new Facebook page. This initiative is a great way to stay          

informed with key events of the College and to share in our successes throughout the year. We aim to regularly post 

updates about key student achievements on the sporting field, performing arts, debating, camps and excursions.             

We encourage you to ‘like’ and follow the Mullauna Facebook page as a way of keeping informed of all things 

‘Mullauna’. 

The official college Facebook link is @mullaunacollege 

You are following our official page when you can view recent photos from Mullauna’s Term 1 events. 

Best wishes. 

Jeff McMillin 
Transition Coordinator 
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AN UPDATE ON DEBATING…. 

The 2017 Debating season has begun…. 

On the evening of Wednesday 15 March, the DAV Interschool Debating Competition (Ringwood region) held its first 

debates for the 2017 season. All teams performed well against a highly competitive field. 

The A Grade Mullauna team, comprising Isabelle Ewert, Laura Harman and Kate Fincham, argued the topic ‘That Aus-

tralia should end its alliance with the United States.’ Taking the affirmative position, Mullauna had a convincing win 

against Donvale Christian College. The best speaker award went to Isabelle Ewert. 

In B Grade, our team debaters Gabby Wu, Megan Edwards and Ben Storey competed against Yarra Valley Grammar 

School and took the affirmative position on the topic ‘That parents should not be able to refuse medical treatment for 

their child.’ Although it was a tough battle of wits, Mullauna College won the debate with Megan Edwards being 

awarded equal best speaker. 

Max Webb, Rebekah Hillard and Krish Thacker, our D Grade team, argued the affirmative side of the topic ‘That Aus-

tralia should adopt a new national flag.’ The team was narrowly defeated by one point by Whitefriars College, though 

our third speaker, Krish Thacker, was awarded best speaker.  

All of our debaters are to be congratulated on their outstanding efforts. We wish the teams the best of luck for the 

rest of the 2017 DAV Debating season.  

Thank you to the other coaches who supported the students and attended the evening debates:  

Wayne Howell and Tamsin Davidson.  

 
Julie Whittington 

Debating Coach and Co-ordinator 
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YR 11 MEDIA—TOP SCREEN EXCURSION 

 

On Wednesday 15 March, the Year 11 media class went on an excursion to ACMI in Federation Square to 
see Top Screen, a short film program that presented some of the outstanding films created by the Year 
12 students of 2016.  We viewed a range of genres and techniques including animation, horror and com-
edy, with the particular film, ‘[Insert Child’s Name Here]’, by Tessa Himpoo, being one of the most popu-
lar and applauded films of the day.  After the viewings, the Year 11 class split into groups,           endeav-
ouring to create music clips filmed around the city, before taking the train home. Overall the day was 
successful, fun and exuberant. A big thanks to Mr Vapp for making the day a huge success, and for letting 
us have a great time. 

 
 Gabby Lu and Lucy Juler 

Year 11 Media 

 
 

 

  Still frame from the film titled [Insert Child's Name] 
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  MUSICAL NOTES 

 The Year 7 musicians are up and running. It is fantastic to see and hear how well all our 

Year 7s are progressing with their new chosen instruments. Many notices have started             

to come home with information for you to share. Many of the beginners will need to purchase a 

tuition book for their instrument; details for this will come home on a notice. We recommend you ring a music store 

before going in to make sure the book is available; sometimes it has to be ordered in due to demand. All reed players 

(clarinet and saxophone) need to purchase two reeds for their case and one for our reed cupboard at school. Having 

a spare one at school means you can still play on one of our spare instruments if you forget your own. Reeds vary in 

price and in size and we do have small change for convenience. Please make sure you have         returned your enrol-

ment form to the music centre.  

 

Concert for a Cause 

Our annual Soiree this year is titled “Concert for a Cause”. It is on the last Tuesday of term, the 28 March at 7pm in 

the PAC. We have decided to theme our Soiree on the many different causes that our families support. Performers 

are encouraged to dress nicely in performance style clothes, any colours, no sports clothes—it is a formal style                

concert. This year please add something that indicates a cause you support. For example, a pink ribbon for Breast 

Cancer awareness, a Daffodil for Daffodil Day, an Anzac Poppy for support of Veterans, or a red nose for SIDS. There 

are many causes RSPCA, The Smith Family, Salvation Army, World Vision, Autism Victoria, Beyond Blue and the list 

goes on and we will be choosing the charity we will support from this list. Each performing student will write their 

name and cause on a piece of paper and pop them in the box at the Music Centre— this can be done during your  

instrument lesson or rehearsal during the week before. The day before our Soiree, at recess time, the Music                            

Department will get together and one will be drawn out from a hat.  All money raised by our door donations will go 

to that cause. It would be fantastic if our audience could also wear something to support a cause they support and 

generate a fantastic community spirit. Year 7 students are invited along to enjoy the evening and hear advanced play-

ers on their instrument. 

Sally Newstead 

Faculty leader for Performing Arts 

Classroom and Instrumental Music Teacher 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

 

We are raising as much as we can to support our 

cause, and we need your help! 

Order your NEW 2017 | 2018 Entertainment Book or 

Entertainment Digital Membership now. You'll receive 

hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love to 

do, and help our fundraising at the same time.             

Hurry! Bonus Early Bird offers are going fast! 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/18c3168  

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/18c3168


 9 

 

 An update from the Mullauna Environment Team 

 

Clean Up Australia Day 2017 

Sunday 5 March was the official day when many community members including School     

Captain Ema Hagihara and Environment Captain Kate Fincham, attended an event for Clean 

Up Australia Day which was organised by our local leaders, MP Michael Sukkar and CR Prue 

Cutts and others. Over the span of a few hours, volunteers helped to pick up as much rubbish 

as they could. They were initially surprised by the lack of rubbish but by the end of the event 

several bags of rubbish had been collected. It is a shame days like this must still happen               

because cleaning up after ourselves is a fundamental part of our respect for the environment. 

This is a good reminder to people that it's our responsibility as citizens of Australia and                    

members of the Mullauna Community to do our bit to help keep Australia clean.  

 

 

Our School Vegie Garden 

Over the holidays and the beginning of Term One our garden has flourished!!       

Many thanks to Mr. Powson who watered it and kept it alive. We’ve picked some 

fantastic tomatoes, zucchinis, silver beet, herbs, corn, cucumber and more. We've 

also been given another generous donation of plants from Bunnings Nunawading, 

which include plenty of lettuce, passionfruit and grape vines, a blueberry bush and                                               

a mandarin tree! We'll be planting them on Friday 15 March with help from some 

environmentally-minded students, and we're looking forward to seeing how they'll 

grow throughout the year!  

 

 

Ceres Sustainable Schools 

This year we've been generously funded to participate in a program called Ceres Sustainable Schools. While working 

through this program, the College will have to complete a series of modules designed to help the overall sustainability 

in order to obtain a star rating, which is then displayed on the Ceres website. During Term 1 the Environment Team 

has been focusing mainly on the Core Module, which is mainly administration based tasks about electricity and water 

usage. In the coming terms, however, we'll be tackling some of the more hands-on modules like Biodiversity and 

Waste Management, and we'll need all the help we can get from anyone interested in joining the team! 

 

 

 

 

November 2016 

February 2017 

E n v i r o  t i p  o f  t h e  w e e k  # 1 

If it’s absolutely worth it for one drink, swap plastic straws 

for a glass or stainless steel straw! The 2010 clean up                 

Australia day report found that 40% of total rubbish col-

lected was plastic—6.5% of that was made up of straws. 
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School Council Membership for the year March 2017 - March 2019 

Name Status Tenure 

commences in March each year 

Brett ARANDALL Parent member March 2016 – March 2018 

Dianne ANCILL Parent member March 2016 – March 2018 

Tracie EDGELL 
Parent Member 
(DET- another school) March 2016 – March 2018 

Jill ANSELL Parent member March 2017 – March 2019 

Tony CLARK Parent Member March 2017 – March 2019 

Laura DALE Parent Member March 2017 – March 2019 

Margaret GRA-

HAM 

DET - Mullauna March 2016 – March 2018 

John POWSON DET - Mullauna (parent) March 2016 – March 2018 

Teresa LENNIE DET - Mullauna March 2017 – March 2019 

Ayman YOUSSEF DET - Mullauna March 2017 – March 2019 

Barbara LAIDLAW DET - Mullauna Executive Officer 

Lynda Llewellyn DET – Mullauna 
  

Business Manager in attendance 

Student repre-

sentative 

Community 
As nominated by 

student leadership team 

Student repre-

sentative 

Community 
As nominated by 

student leadership team 

Sharon 
BREELAND-
CLENCIE 
(TBC) 

  
Community 
(past parent member) 

March 2017 – March 2019 

Vacant Community Member March 2016 – March 2018 
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