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Important Dates  
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Monday 

19 March 

Year  8 Sport 

Tuesday 

20 March 

School Council 

Thursday 

22 March 

Year 7 Sport 

Tuesday 

27 March 

EMR Swimming 

Thursday 

29 March 

Last Day of Term 1 

2:30pm finish 

Monday  

16 April 

First Day of Term 2 

8:35am start 

Wednesday 

18 April 

Athletic Sports 

Tuesday 

24 April 

Anzac Day Assembly 

Wednesday 

25 April 

Student Free Day 

Thursday 

26 April 

Open Night 

2018 Term Dates 

Term 1:  30 January—29 March 
Term 2:  16 April—29 June 
Term 3:  16 July—21 September 
Term 4: 8 October—21 December 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

It is not long now till our end of term Learning Conferences. Learning 
Conferences provide an excellent opportunity for parents/carers to get 
feedback on their child’s progress and how to support them in their 
learning. We encourage you to bring your child to your appointments 
with you as a three way conference can be very valuable. Please 
note that this is an opportunity to discuss your child's learning progress 
and if you need to speak to a Year Level Coordinator about a wellbeing 
issue you would be best to make an appointment at another time as 
these types of appointments normally take longer than what is 
allocated at our Learning Conferences. 
 
Currently staff are working on Term 1 Interim Reports which will be 

published on Friday 23 March at 3:00pm. At this time the Conference 

Bookings on Compass will be opened for you to book appointments. 

Bookings will close at 5:00pm on Tuesday 27 March prior to the 

Learning Conferences which will be held on Wednesday 28 March. 

Prior to attending your sessions it is advisable to review your child’s 

Learning Tasks on Compass. All staff have been asked to ensure that 

one Learning Task has been completed with feedback provided prior to 

the Learning Conferences. Learning Tasks and feedback can be found 

under the ‘pencil icon’ on Compass or via the class page on the 

schedule. 

How to access and review Learning Tasks 

1. Access via the ‘pencil icon’ on Compass             

or via the 

individual class on 

the schedule page.  

 

 

2. Once you have located a particular      

      Learning Task click on it to open it. The   

      task will open with the ‘Details’ tab at  

      the front. To view feedback you will  

      need to select the feedback tab. Here  

      you will see the overall performance  

      level given, whether the tasks has been  

       Satisfactory (S) or Not Satisfactory (N), 

feedback in the comment section and via the rubric where applicable. 
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How to make Conference Bookings on Compass 
 
1. When Conferences have been opened  
 you will be alerted on your Compass  
 landing page. You can open bookings in  
 multiple places. 
 
 
 
 
2. The log in screen has a ‘show me how to book’ option for your  
 convenience. This will help new users understand the process.   
           Please note that the system allows for bookings of multiple children in the 
 one screen making it easier to manage your  booking timeline. 
 
 

Managing Homework  
In response to some comments made by both parents and students recently, it is timely to 
share some strategies for supporting students with homework. 
   

Research shows that students are more successful in school when parents take an active 
interest in their homework — it shows students that what they do is important.    Of course, 
helping with homework shouldn't mean spending hours hunched over a desk. Parents can be 
supportive by demonstrating study and organization skills, explaining a tricky problem, or just 
encouraging their child to take a break.  
 

Here are some tips to guide the way: 

 Know the teachers — and what they're looking for. Attend school events, such as parent-teacher conferences, 
to meet your child's teachers. Be aware of what work is expected and due dates. Compass is a great way to do 
this. 

 Set up a homework-friendly area. Make sure your child has a well-lit place to complete homework. Keep 
supplies — paper, pencils, glue, scissors — within reach. 

 Schedule a regular study time. Some people work best in the afternoon, following a snack and play period; 
others may prefer to wait until after dinner. 

 Help them make a plan. On heavy homework nights or when there's an especially hefty assignment to tackle, 
encourage your child break up the work into manageable chunks. Create a work schedule for the night if 
necessary and take time for a 15-minute break every hour, if possible. 

 Keep distractions to a minimum. This means no TV, loud music, or phone calls. Occasionally, though, a phone 
call to a classmate about an assignment can be helpful. 

 Make sure your children do their own work. They won't learn if they don't think for themselves and make their 
own mistakes. Parents can make suggestions and help with directions. But it's a student's job to do the 
learning. 

 Be a motivator and monitor. Ask about assignments, quizzes, and tests. Check Learning Tasks on Compass. Give 
encouragement, check completed homework, and make yourself available for questions and concerns. 

 Set a good example. Do your children ever see you diligently balancing your budget or reading a book? 
Children are more likely to follow their parents' examples rather than their advice. 

 Praise their work and efforts. Post an “aced” test or art project on the refrigerator. Mention academic 
achievements to relatives. 

 Talk about it with your child's teacher. Some students have trouble seeing the board and may need glasses; 
others might need an evaluation for a learning problem or attention disorder. 

 

Resource: https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/homework.html  

Margaret Graham 
Assistant Principal 

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/homework.html
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Musical Notes 

The Mullauna Rainbow Connection Shines Bright 

Last night the year 8/9 Excel instrumental class put on a special concert of chamber 

style music, the annual Soiree. Performances ranged from duets to the large                

ensembles of Voice Connection and the Excel Instrumental class band.  
 

The evening began with Guitar Ensemble presenting ‘Rainbow Connection’.  This was 

the concert title which was chosen by the year 8/9 music elective and also inspired 

the dress code!  The Soiree always brings out new groups and combinations of 

students so every year brings new variety. Last night we heard two new brass 

groups which have been formed by Mr Brodie. The Buccinators, named after 

the muscle in your face which is used to play the trumpet, and the Tromina-

tors, which includes our awesome Trombone players. Woodwind players were 

grouped in every combination imaginable and every    audience member had a 

different favourite. Guitarists, bass players and percussionists were also in a 

variety of different items.  
 

The style of the music went from Green Day to folk music to classical;           

something for everyone. The most important part of evenings that feature 

chamber music, is for audience members to be able to hear each individual 

performer shine, and shine they certainly did!  This concert also featured four 

enthusiastic year 7 singers in Voice Connection and two year 7 violinists who 

played superbly. Well done to these year 7 performers and welcome to the 

Music Department!   The whole class played an awesome jazz number       

demonstrating their learning of improvised solos thus far, which really added 

to the evening.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the students who performed 

and for their dedication to perfecting the music.  The standard of every piece 

was excellent and you can all be very proud of your performances.   
 

Congratulations also to the year 8/9 Excel instrumental class who ran the entire 

evening. The Soiree was set up as an assessment task which required students 

to work in teams and run an event from start to finish.  Students were required 

to come up with the ideas, do all the necessary background work, create        

posters and advertising material, complete the program design, the order of 

events, compering, stage setting and management of sound and lighting. The 

whole concert ran smoothly and was the successful event they hoped it would 

be. This was a great experience for the class to be able to watch their school 

work come alive!  
 

The next concert will debut the Year 7 Band called Melodic Minors and also 

feature Mullauna’s other larger bands and ensembles. The concert is  

planned for Thursday 31 May at 7pm. Melodic Minors which  

shows up as IMYR7BAND on compass will start  

rehearsing next Thursday morning March 22.   
 

 



 4 

 

Fees are about to go onto Compass for the instrumental lessons. A fee of $280 is charged 

per instrument that a student leanrs and not per student.  For example: John Smith is 

studying guitar and will be charged $280; Mary Jones is studying trombone and guitar and 

will be charged $560.  These charges are payable on Compass.  
 

Band Camp paperwork and costing are being processed and the necessary paperwork will 

be sent home shortly.  These charges are also payable on Compass. In 2017 the cost of the 

Music camp was around $200. It is assumed that  everyone in Melodic Minors (Year 7 

Band) and Concert Band will be attending and the costs are worked out accordingly. If 

your child is not going to attend Band Camp please let me know by email or  

through your child. This is not a compulsory event  

however, we do strongly encourage everyone to attend as students learn so  

much in three days and it is also a great time to get to know each other.  
 

Sally Newstead 
Head of Performing Arts 

Musical Notes continued 

From the Desk of the International Student Program Coordinator at Mullauna College 

First School Captain for International Students at Mullauna College 

At the Leadership Assembly (Vikki) Hnin Ei PHYU was presented with her ‘school captain’ badge. Vikki is the first School 

Captain for international students at Mullauna College. As International Student numbers increase at Mullauna College 

it was recognized our cohort of students needed to be represented with a leadership position.  

 
Judith Jesser 
International School Program Coordinator 
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Swimming Carnival 

On 28 February the Mullauna College community travelled to Aquarena for our house swimming sports. The day of 

glorious weather began with the fashion parade of house colours and this was followed by the racing program,                 

novelty events, volleyball, diving and slide.  Nearly all students were wet at some stage of the day and this displayed 

the great enthusiasm and spirit which was present on the day.  Presentations to the winning House Captains               

completed a fantastic day. 

Results are as follows: 

Freeman - 1450 points       O'Neill - 1400 points         Rafter - 1350 points         Bradman - 900 points 
 

Congratulations to the following Age Group Champions: 

Sierra Scott and Andre Fankhauser 13 years 

Claudia Jones and Callum Walsh 14 years 

Olivia Jones and Tommy Phanphengdy 15 years 

Emily Newman and Kenny Nguyen 16 years 

Max Hammond 17 years 

Lana Mooney and Jarrod Powson 20 years 
 

A big Thank you to all House Captains who made a massive contribution to the success of the carnival.  A special 

thanks to William Drury and his team, Orlando Greulich and Amelia Silver, who co-ordinated the recording and                  

results.  Well done! 
 

Kevin Collins 

Coordinator of House Carnivals 

Event winners will represent the                 

College at District on Friday, 9 March. 

Good luck and well done!  
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Division Swimming 

On Friday 9 March, 31 of our best swimmers made it through to the Division  
Swimming which was held at Aquanation in Ringwood. We came away with  
many of our students receiving a place in their events. A big congratulations to  
Lev Makarushkin who took out the 20 year old male Champion for the day.  
Well done to all the students who represented our school.  
 
 

Corinne Barr 
Head of Health and PE 
 

Swimming Carnival continued ………………. 
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Mullum Division Sporting Success—Term One 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations are extended to the members of the following teams who have qualified for the EMR finals during 
term two: 
Senior Girls Volleyball (Term One) - 29 March 
Intermediate Girls Tennis—20 April 
Intermediate Girls Softball—26 April 
Senior Girls Softball—1 May 
 

Teams should ensure they attend practice sessions in preparation for the upcoming competitions and provide consent 
on-line when it becomes available. 
 

Many thanks to the staff members who coached the teams:  Mrs Jenny Collins, Ms Kylie Steven, and Mr Neil Burke. 
  
SENIOR GIRLS’ SOFTBALL - smash opposition at Mullum Division! 
The Senior Girls’ Softball team produced an offensive outburst which couldn't be contained  
during their play-off game against Auburn.  Scoring 22 runs to four, Mullauna played a near  
flawless defence in containing Auburn to four runs. 
Simone Cheffing led the challenge with five hits, scoring five runs. Hayley Rule           
and Erin Fitzsimmons followed closely with four hits; Natalie Sandstrom,           
Cassie Moskalweicz and Monique Dinon had two hits and Britney Connolly              
and Alysha Chea got one hit each. Each hit scored a run for the team. 
All members of the team improved their understanding of the game as the 
day went along and should be excited to go to Eastern Metro to take on    
greater challenges on 1 May.  Well done to all players! 

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS’ SOFTBALL - overwhelm Ashwood in the Final! 
Following in the footsteps of the senior girls, the Intermediate team came out swinging and scored 20 runs to                  
Ashwood's four.  They won the Mullum Division competition and now qualify for Eastern Metro Finals on 26 April.                 
Maddy Clarke pitched well throwing plenty of strikes and was well supported by catcher Mikayla Jones.  Abbie Plant                
at first base made several outstanding defensive plays as did Rina Boyd at second base. 
Olivia Jones, Ruby Browne and Maddy Clarke were amongst the offensive leaders with several hits and runs scored. 
Lucy McNaughton and Montanna Shanks provided strong support at the bottom of the line-up.  Much was learned 
and a lot of fun had by all.  Well done girls - keep practicing! 
  

Neil Burke 
Coordinator of Sport Education 
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 Careers @ www.mullaunacollegecareers.com  

 to see Ms Suzanne Morelli at the Careers Office 
BOOK CAREERS https://mullaunacareers.youcanbook.me/ 

(Careers & Pathways Advisor) 

Careers @ www.mullaunacollegecareers.com  

 

2018 Dates to Diarise … go to:  Calendar of Events  

 

Items include: 
 Inside Monash Seminar Series 2018 

 News from Swinburne University 

 New Majors in the Bachelor of Design 
 Design Factory Melbourne 

 New Majors in the Bachelor of Business 
 
 ‘My Melbourne Future’ Series 

 Bachelor of Nutrition Science at Deakin University 
 Careers in Marine Science 

 Keeper for a Day Holiday Program at Werribee Open Range Zoo 
 Law & Paralegal Degrees in Victoria 

 News from Monash University 
 Global Immersion Guarantee 

 New in 2019: Bachelor of Criminology 
 

 Health Information Sessions at Deakin University 
 Early Leaders Program (ELP) at Swinburne University 

 Angliss Experiences - School Holiday Program at William Angliss 
 SpotJobs Online Job Board 

 Banking and/or Finance Degrees in Victoria  
 Snapshot of Bond University in 2018 
 
 GAP YEAR? Projects Abroad is hosting a Free Online Webinar Mon 19 March @ 6pm: For an                

overview of their diverse volunteer and work experience projects around the developing world, go 
to -> https://www.projects-abroad.com.au/more-info/information-events/webinars/high-school-
projects/ 

Make an appointment with Ms Suzanne Morelli  

Careers and Pathways Advisor 

BOOK CAREERS https://mullaunacareers.youcanbook.me/ 

http://www.mullaunacollegecareers.com
http://www.mullaunacollegecareers.com
http://mullaunacollegecareers.com/?page=calendar-of-events
https://www.projects-abroad.com.au/more-info/information-events/webinars/high-school-projects/
https://www.projects-abroad.com.au/more-info/information-events/webinars/high-school-projects/
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